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40 DAYS Ol
No single event in

human history...

Has changed more
lives around the
world...

He was despised...
And rejected...

For the brokenness
of all humanity...

The greatest day in
history...

One act...
By one man...
For all...

24 hours that
changed the world!

-Adam Hamilton

ADAM HAMILTON
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You are invited! Your lay
leadership, your church staff
and your pastors are thrilled
and excited by the opportu-
nities you have to meet Je-
sus through our Lenten,
Holy Week and Easter sea-
son.

We are taking the last 24
hours of Jesus’ life and walk-
ing with him step by step.
From his intimate moments
in the Upper Room cele-
brating the Passover with
his disciples, through the
agony of suffering in his ar-
rest, trial, flogging, crucifix-
ion and death to the bewil-
dering moments of an
empty tomb on Easter
morning we will be where
Jesus was.

We will seek to understand
the meaning of Jesus suffer-
ing death and resurrection
for ourselves in our time.
Through video we will go to
Jerusalem. We will see the
layout of the “Last Supper”
and see what Leonardo da
Vinci got wrong in his pic-
ture. We will be at the
place of judgment at the An-
tonio Fortress where Pilate
condemns Jesus to death.

l
New [ aven

United Methodist Church

630 Lincoln Highway East
New Haven, Indiana 46774

260.749.9565 phone
260.493.1405 fax

www.newhavenumc.com

March 2011

CONDEMNED
TORTURED
HUMILIATED
MURDERED
FORGIVENESS
REDEMPTION
SALVATION
ATONEMENT

We will see Gehenna where
King Ahaz participated in
child sacrifice by fire to the
god Moloch just outside the
city walls of Jerusalem and
where Judas hung himself.
We will be at the empty
tomb.

We will ask, “How does my
story, my life, connect with
the events and experiences
of Jesus in his last 24 hours
of life?” We will be ener-
gized and empowered by dis-
covering our freedom from
evil, sin and death through
the sacrificial love of Jesus.

Join Us...

We will have small groups
and Sunday School classes as
well as a Lenten devotional
book with 40 daily readings,
“24 Hours That Changed the
World”.

Our worship services will
take you from the Last Sup-
per through the Torture and
Humiliation of a King, The
Crucifixion and Christ the
Victor! You will be trans-
ported to walk with Jesus
through the last 24 hours
that literally made our world
different.
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All are
invited!

Be sure to be

here for all
MarCh 13th When Tom juggled his the fun and
way into the hearts of au- pI'IZGS!

3:00 PM

(Players and Cheerleaders
need to be here by 2:30pm
to line up.)

diences beginning in 1976
with his comedy/drama/
illusionist ministry, it was
clear that the only limits
of his efforts to communi-
cate the gospel were the
bounds of his own imagi-

As "Tommy" he wears red
overalls, a yellow baseball

. nation. He has appeared
hat and carries a small
. before thousands for
furry ~ animal named nearly two decades, reach
"Bubba" which he de- . ywe P
. " o tes ing audiences ranging
scribes as a "varmint." It’s
. from preschoolers to sen-
just part of the one-of-a- .
ior adults.

kind ministry of Tom
Toombs.

..................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Summer is so close! As I
write this I’'m looking out
my office window at an icy
parking lot on a day when
school has been cancelled
AGAIN because of bad
weather. [ know it’s hard to
think of Spring and Summer
on cold Winter days, but it
really is “just around the
corner.” We are planning a
mission experience to Nash-
ville TN. There are several
conference camping oppor-
tunities this summer as
well. Please visit
www.impact2818.com to

find more information about
the camping opportunities.

As you know, we held our
annual “Souper Bowl”
canned food drive a few
weeks ago. Because of
your generous donations we
were able to collect over
540 pounds of food for the
New Haven Food Bank and
collected nearly $275 for
Rescue Ministries. We had

several youth and a few
brave adults work at Charis
House to help organize their
“Bargains Galore” store.
Barb Redding is on staff at

e=K: lJ:‘llzrrl:ln Eundesta-femes

Rescue Ministries and over-
sees the ministry at Bargains
Galore. She took time to
write a short letter thanking
the students for their hard
work. “I can’t tell you the
joy and satisfaction I get see-
ing the youth of today put-
ting their heart and soul into
doing a hard project that
took a lot of heavy lifting
and work...You and your
group should be very proud
of the work we were able to
accomplish... you have a
great group of kids in your
group” I must say I certainly
didn’t need someone else

telling how great these stu-
dents are, but it is a great
feeling when someone else
tells us. These are your stu-
dents; they are in YOUR
student ministry at
NHUMC. We have such a
great group of adults who
work with the students
every week, a great congre-
gation supporting them and
making sure their needs are
met, and several prayer
warriors who saturate these

students with prayer. | T O S
no wonder they
are great!

AT NMIiNiStrios

We are wrapping up our
Wednesday evening class
and it has been a wonderful
experience. We have taken
a deeper look at our own
faith journey, made some
discoveries about our rela-
tionship with God, and will
continue to find ways to
answer our #1 question...
SO WHAT? Not exactly
the theological question you
may have expected, but we
started our first night with
this question. We can learn
and learn and learn. We
can pray and pray and pray.

We can even make some
wonderful discoveries about
our faith and what that really
means for us, but if we do
nothing with it...SO
WHAT! As with all Chris-
tians our bible study is look-
ing at the ways we can take
our spiritual insights and dis-
coveries and take the next
step. What do we need to
put into practice in order to
take our insights to the next
level? God is leading us and
the journey will be anything
but boring.

Lent begins on Wednesday
March 9" and we have sev-
eral Lenten study opportuni-
ties available. Most Sunday
school classes will be doing
the study with the DVD
from Adam Hamilton as well
as small group studies
throughout the week. Please
contact the church office,
Pastor Chuck, or your small
group/Sunday school class
leader to find out what op-
portunities are available dur-
ing Lent.

Pastor Chug
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Presc

Today I was asked if East

Allen County Schools begins

a preschool within the New

Haven area, will this affect

our preschool. Without a

dougt it will! However, we

have many assets that East

Allen County Schools do not

have.

1. We have an excellent
reputation  within the
community. Parents
know they can send their
children here and they
will receive a quality
preschool education.

2. The children also receive
a Christian education.
Each day you can hear
prayers being said, Bible
stories being told and
teachers leading daily
devotions. Each month
the children go to chapel
where Pastor Rick or
Pastor Chuck share with
the children a Bible story
or a life principle.

3. Our class size is much
smaller than what public
schools will offer. The
Beginner classes have 9
children with 1 teacher,
and the Pre-K classes

have 12 children to 1
teacher.

4. We offer parents our ad-
vice and expertise in re-
gards to Kindergarten
readiness. We have Kin-
dergarten Prep for the
child who needs another
year before entering Kin-
dergarten. Just because a
child is 5 doesn’t mean
they are ready for Kin-
dergarten. Will the pub-
lic schools do that? Or
will they automatically
send every child on to
Kindergarten regardless
of readiness. Will they
even have an option for
children who need more
time?

These are just a few of the
major advantages we have
over East Allen County
Schools. Plus 45 years ex-
perience in preschool educa-
tion.  Will some people
choose East Allen? Yes, be-
cause we also need to factor

in the economic situation of

families.

There will be choices for
families but New Haven

I News

United Methodist Preschool
will be here to serve the New
Haven community for many
years to come.

Miss Donna

Crosswalk 2011

The
“Budget Gap” has been

response to the
fantastic. Your over-
whelming generosity more
than bridged the gap. Pro-
jected giving will increase
by approximately
$23,000.00. As a result,
the Finance Committee was
able to accept the budget
and pass it along to the Ad-
ministrative Council for
approval on February 20,
2011.

That’s the “good news”.
The naked truth is, how-
ever, that for all of this to
happen, we need to be ever
vigilant in making sure that
our pledges become reality.
If last year is a measuring
stick, we received 90% of
our pledge goal. That be-
ing said, 90% of the
pledged budget still allows
us to meet our financial
obligations. But it does not
leave room for growth.

The 2012 Pledge Campaign

Financial Notel.

by Dave Mclintosh, Chairperson Finance

is only nine months away.
We need to begin to think
about change. Change is
what Pastors Chuck and
Rick have spoken about
over the past weeks.
Change comes in many
forms, broadening our ap-
peal to the community, ex-
tending our offerings of
worship or changing the
face of the church, all in the
name of helping people
connect with Jesus Christ
on a journey of faith with
us . The majority of our
giving comes from those
over sixty years old. The
majority of our givers are
over fifty years old. If we
are, as a congregation, to
continue to offer the kinds
of programming that a
thriving church offers, we
must think about change.
Please pray for our guid-
ance as we begin to navi-
gate the times ahead and
plan for a vibrant future.

$We hope you will enjoy them.

The crosses are finished and they look fantastic. We are
always amazed at all the creative ideas our decorators
come up with. A special thanks to everyone who partici-
pated this year by sharing their time and God-given tal-
ent with us to make such a beautiful display. The
crosses will be placed along the sidewalks of the church
the week of March 7 and will be available for your view-
ing through Easter on April 24.

We hope everyone will take the opportunity to come and
see these unique crosses and meditate on their inspira-
tional messages. Make sure to pick up a booklet in the
Cross Walk boxes located at both ends of the Walk so
you can reference each cross with its message. You may
keep the booklet if you wish or you may return it to the
box when you are finished.

Did you know you can view crosses from previous years
of Cross Walk on our church’s
website? Go to
www.newhavenumec.com and
click on “Church Scrapbook” on
the left side of the Home Page.

Have you WALKED the WALK?

United On Sunday,
Methodist February 20th the
Women UMW recognized

FAITH + HOPE - LOVE IN ACTION

Zenda Bateman
Jane Johnson
Barbara Pickett

for their faithful and dedicated service.

These three ladies are a real inspiration to us. Having
held various positions over the years in the UMW, they
are always ready to help where needed and they do so in

a loving and gentle way.

They are a true blessing, not only to the UMW, but also
to our church and the community.

Please join us in congratulating them. As Jesus said,
“Well done, good and faithful servants.”

March 17,2011

The Face

By Angela Hunt
Discussion led by
Betty Clear
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Dear NHUM Church
Friends,

Thank you very much for
all the prayers, visits,
cards and phone calls
while | was in the hospi-
tal and home. Especially
to Pastor Rick for taking
time out to visit me. |
really appreciated all of

it! Thanks again.

-Charles Bandelier

| church home.

Friends,

I have been Vvisiting

| NHUMC for the last four
| Sundays and have been

thanking God for finding a
When the

| man spoke on Sunday re-

Dear Friends of NHUMC,

Thanks to your church for
all of the kindness you ex-
tended to Phyllis, Brad &
Brian at the passing of Jay
Franklin. It was very kind
of you. | am Phyllis Frank-
l i nds mot her
Strock. You made people
most welcome. The meal

was delicious!

-Geraldine Strock

4=

American
Red Cross

Together, we can save a life

There will be a blood

Womenos
29thd 30th, 2011 at
Epworth Forest. For

additional information,
please contact Linda
Girardot at 447-2211.

Mark Your Calendar!!

retr

drive on Monday, March
7th, 2011 at the NHUMC
e Betlowship Hafl fpom 2 |
PMd& 7 PM. Due to all
the bad weather we have
had, blood donations are
VERY low in our area.
Please give blood if you
are able. Thank you!

garding the 2011 projected
shortfall to the operating
budged and asked everyone
to increase giving by $1 per
envelope, | asked God to
help me give. Yesterday |
received a refund check
from my home escrow. A
gift from God! | am enclos-
ing a cbeck farl 10%, given
with love and thanks!

-Laurie Johnson

Dear Pastor Rick, Pastor
Chuck & Penny,
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These words seem shallow
in relationship to the deep
gratitude | and my family
feel about the loving care
and support we have ex-
perienced from the
NHUMC. | have enclosed
a check. | would like to
make a donation to your
music ministry or wherever
you would like it to go.

Godods Bl essin

-The family of Jay Franklin

To Bev Lash and all the
wonderful people who
made the funeral dinner
and the service a comfort

to all of us. Many thanks!
- The Mowry Family

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................

Rehearsals have begun
for our Easter Cantata.
Voices are needed for
the choir and non
speaking acting parts.
Please consider being a
part of this special
worship experience.
For additional informa-
tion,
please
contact

Sue
Sprunger &
at 760
1581.
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EASTER CANTATA

mornings in March
for Lent! The devotionals will

March 10thd Pastor Rick
March 17thd David Michel
March 24thd Terry McDonald
March 31std Ann Lantz

Menols
Breakfast
invites
everyone
to attend
on
Thursday
at 7:.00 AM

»>

be given by:

Please join us!

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

THE POWER OF PRAYER,
THE POWER OF A

PRAYER

Jesus tells us in John 15:5,
“apart from me you can do
nothing.” And it’s true.
Life is not easy and peace
is fleeting at best. We
never know what is around
the next corner. But if we
know God, we know that
we can trust Him to help us
cope with the unexpected.
His peace is like a shaft of
golden light shining on us
at all times. His peace can
overpower any darkness.

Remember the Serenity
Prayer and the sermon se-
ries we had last year?
With God and only with
God can we accept the

storms and circumstances of
life that we cannot change.
Only with God can we re-
ceive courage to change and
be given wisdom. Only with
God can we have peace and
serenity.

It was my pleasure to visit
and pray often with two of
our members who have re-
cently passed away---Waneta
Shearer and Lena Andrews.
They loved the Serenity
Prayer, prayed it, and lived it.
They were both hospitalized
often in the last few years,
but their faith never wavered.
Each time Lena or Waneta
knew they were headed for
another hospital admission,
they made sure their copy of
the Serenity Prayer came

with them. Waneta had a
copy of it placed in her cas-
ket. They both lived one day
at a time, accepted hardships
as the pathway to peace,
trusted our Lord and His will,
were reasonable happy here
on earth, and are supremely
happy with God now.

Yes, the Serenity Prayer has
touched the lives of many.
Duane Marsh, one of our
newest members, told me
recently that when he started
attending NHUMC and saw
the Serenity Prayer being
used, he felt acceptance. The
Serenity Prayer is a huge part
of the 12-step program he
had been involved in. Seeing
the prayer on the sanctuary
screen made the

church very welcoming, ac-
cepting, and honest to him.

We all have difficult times
and circumstances that make
us cry out for the help and
peace of God. May He grant
you the serenity you seek.

-Penny Voors
Director

Congregational Care|

gs!
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ﬁ A Note from Sue ﬁ

We are beginning a jour-
ney...a Lenten journey of
“bright sadness”, a time of
both celebration and
mourning. In order to ex-
perience the true joy of
Easter, we must travel
through the darkness that
preceded it. During this
Lenten season, we will
walk where Jesus walked in
his last days and hours. But

it’s not just a story. We all
can identify with Christ’s
pain and temptations. We
know what it’s like to walk
through wvalleys of doubt,
fear, sin, betrayal, disap-
pointment. We face our
own humanity during Lent
as we remember that we
carry darkness in our souls.
Only when we meditate on
our weaknesses can we
truly grasp the significance
of the crucifixion and the
life-giving power of the res-
urrection. HE DID THIS

JUST FOR YOU!
nAs Sure As
Lives, So

Our journey will lead us to
a joyous and meaningful

time of worship on Easter
Sunday as we celebrate
what the power of the res-
urrection means to each
one of us personally.
What a special opportu-
nity for you to share this
glorious message by lend-
ing your voice to the choir
or being a part of the
drama team for this spe-
cial Easter production.
You are needed to help us
proclaim the gospel in a
mighty way!  Practices
will be mainly on Sunday
afternoons. I ask that you
would please prayerfully
| consider this opportunity

¢and contact me if you are
interested. I look forward
to serving the Lord along
with you.

How can we keep from
singing His praise?
He is worthy!

In humble service,

Sue Sprunger
Director
Music Ministries

..................................................................................................................................................................................................

Imagine the power of over 130 Congre-
gations praying for a single request. The
Rising Stars Ministry of Associated
Churches is asking each of you to do just
that. From February 28—March 11, all
school children in Allen County will take
the State ISTEP Test.

Sunny
Seniors &

We are looking forward to a great program on March
11,2011. We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall
at 12:00 PM (noon) for a delicious catered lunch by
New Haven Custom Meats. Cost is $6. Please sign-
up and pay for the lunch by Sunday, March 6"
Check the Sunny Seniors information booth for
additional details on who the speaker will be.

We are asking our Congregation to pray for the students,
teachers and school administrators. We believe that our
prayers and those of other congregations will ensure a positive
atmosphere in each school. To ensure that each school is
prayed for by name, we are asking you to lift up the following
schools: New Haven Elementary, New Haven Middle School
and Highland Terrace.
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The children meet Wednesday evening in rooms 45 &

March 11, 2011

Noon in the Fellowship Hall NH Custom
Meats $6

Co-Ch:  Don & Linda Stebing 486-1132

April 8, 2011
Leave NHUMC—TBA
Tour Bass Mansion, Planetarium

Lunch:  Keliah House of Pancakes, W. State _ . ;
Co-Ch:  Phil & Judy Hoopingarner 749-7409 46 at 6:30 PM, for atime of games anql fellowship, apd

then we break up in to groups according to age. This
May 13, 2011 allows children to learn at their own level.

Leave NHUMC—S8:30 AM

Jay County Guided Agriculture Tour $15
Lunch:  L.D.C. Restaurant in Pennville (own)
Co-Ch:  Bob & June Holt 749-4054

June 10, 2011

Leave NHUMC—9:00 AM

Charley Creek Gardens, Wabash Indiana

Lunch:  Market Street Grill

Co-Ch:  Marilyn Eley, Ellazine Parks &
Joan Rausch

Cubby Bears (4 yr old to K)

Room 41
Son Surf Beach Club (1st to 3rd grade)
Tweens (4th & 5th grade )

Room 57

We also have adult classes offered on Wednesday
evenings. Contact the church office at 749-9565
if you have any questions.

Fellowshipo
Dinnmner €

Please join us on Sunday, March 27th
immediately following the
11:00 AM Worship Service for our
monthly fellowship dinner.

Room 45

Tom Schiefersteins is being honored by the Quilts of
Valor Foundation for servicing our country. Within
the past 10 years, Tom has been deployed overseas 3
times and once state side for a total of 5 years away
from family & friends. On October 23, 2010, Tom
retired from the US Army after 32 years of service.
We are forever grateful to Tom for his service! The
quilt he lovingly received was made for him by the
New Haven United Methodist Church Quilters.

-appeared in the Home Depot District Newspaper where Tom is employed

Watch for the sign -up sheet in the Narthex.
Sign up and bring a friend!
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H ow many of you remember Roger Woodcock? If you have been to

The Back

Page

Pokagon State Park in northeast Indiana you will see the mark he and oth-
ers in the Conservation Corps made. From 1936 to 1939 men like him
planted trees, built roads, and constructed buildings that became a place of

re-creation.

W oodcock left the following thought for us to consider. “We learned the

meaning of tolerance and teamwork, of how to live with others...
be proud today, because we in all, in Pokagon, left this world a better place

to live.”

| am drawn to Roger Woodcock’s words because they express the discov-

We can

ery and meaning of living and doing activities that leave the world a better

place.

Sometimes in our efforts to find our “destiny,” that for which we

were born to do, we miss a simple life directional sign. That is, that what-
ever we do it needs to leave the world a better place.

G od, in giving his son Jesus to us, makes the world a better place. God
shows us that he can and does put energy into the lifeless. Jesus’ resurrec-
tion from the dead is that sign to you and me.

H ow can you participate in putting life into that which is lifeless? What
will you do to leave the world a better place? Here are several steps you
can do this Lenten and Easter season to meet Jesus during the “24 Hours

that Changed the World.”

e Read the daily devotional.
e Be part of a group that uses the scenes and questions from video

input to energize your life with Jesus.
e Be in worship to create a presence of praise and discovery.

o Welcome Jesus into your life and living.
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New Haven United Methodlist Church exists to invite you to develop a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ as we grow together on a journey of faith!

Friends Who Care
This is a visiting ministry
to our members who are
homebound or in nursing
homes. We don’t want
them to feel left out be-
cause they are physically
unable to attend church.
You can select how many
people you would like to
visit and are asked to visit
at least once a month.
We are in need of many

volunteers. Can you help?

Hospital Visitation

This is a very rewarding
care ministry. You are
asked to visit our mem-
bers when they are in the
hospital and pray with
them and their families.
We have an opening for
every other Monday and
would love to have some

subs available also.

New Resident Packets

This is a once a month
opportunity to help the
community and our
church to deliver informa-
tion packets (10-15 per
month) to new New Ha-

ven residents for the
Chamber of Commerce.
We also leave them

NHUMC information.

Worship DVD Delivery
Team
This ministry group deliv-
ers DVD’s of our Sunday
worship services to our
members who are in nurs-
ing homes or are home-
bound. If we could get
three more teams to
come forward, it would
be a once-ever-two-
months service opportu-

In-Home Communion

This is a once-a-month
opportunity.  Every first
Sunday of the month
when we receive com-
munion at church, teams
also take communion to

our members who are
homebound or in nursing
homes if they wish to par-

take. We go in teams of
two and training is pro-
vided. We have openings
for two new teams to be

used as substitutes.

Worship Focus/Scripture
Readers
We need volunteers to
occasionally read the wor-
ship focus and scripture at
the 8:30 and 9:45 AM Sun-
day worship services.
Please contact Melissa in

the church office.

Sunday Office Work

We are still seeking indi-
viduals to help staff the
church office on Sunday
mornings during worship
service times to answer
phones, answer questions,
and take messages for the
staff. One worship time a
month is all we ask.
Please call Janice Silk-

Sunday School
Secretaryl/Floater

We are looking for an in-
dividual who can take Sun-
day School attendance and
help in the Sunday School
classrooms if needed and/

or monitor the hallways.

Youth Area

Pastor Chuck is needing
adults to come and hang
out with our youth on
Wednesday evenings from
6:30—8:00. No teaching
involved, just getting to
know our middle and high

Upward Basketball

Volunteers are needed in
several areas. Contact
Teresa Coyne or John

Browning..

Greeters

Shake a hand, make a new
friend, welcome all to
worship. We are espe-
cially needy in this service
area before the 11:00 ser-

vice.

Worship/Music Ministry

Please see Sue Sprunger.

Vocals—singing regularly
with the Chancel Choir
and Praise Team or band
and occasionally for solos

or ensembles.

Pianist/Keyboardist—
Playing for worship ser-

vices or accompanying.
Guitar/Drums/

Percussion—Playing with
the worship band for the

11 AM service.
Drama—Actors for skits
or cantatas.

Worship Arts—Creating
visual elements to en-

hance our worship.

Sopranos—Soprano sing-
ers are needed for the
Chancel Choir and Praise

Team.

Tech Team—Running
sound, Power Point or

video for services. Train-
ing is provided.

Service

Uacancies

oDo

not

gi ft that
I Timothy 4:14 NRSV

In the security of Your
presence let us lose our
fear and hesitancy to
be the gifts that this
community needs. In
the assurance of Your
presence, let us boldly
unwrap our lives to You.
Today, Lord, someone
needs the gifts that |

am. Amen
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