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Special Points of 

Interest in  

this Issue: 

 
 

 The Journey 
 

 Where are we at 

with the Building 

Fund? 
 

 Penny’s Parting 

Thoughts 
 

 Who got a prayer 

shawl? 
 

 Holiday Worship 

Schedule 

 

What actually happened leading up to and including the first Christmas? 
What does the story teach us about the character of  God? 

What does the story tell us about the child whose birth we celebrate? 
What does this story mean for our lives today? 

 

Nov. 27th  The Journey: “Mary of Nazareth” 

Luke 1:26 - 38 

Theme:  What is God doing choosing an unimportant town and an average family to 

launch the salvation of the world?  Think about it, what would you have done, where 

would you have chosen and what family would you have picked? 
 

Dec. 4th  The Journey:  “Joseph of Bethlehem” 

Matthew 1:18-24 

Theme:  We turn our attention now to the other half of the human equation:  Mary’s 

fiancé, Joseph, a good and decent man who learned that his young bride-to-be was 

with child and knew that he was not the father.  What can we learn from the man who 

doesn’t speak a single word in the entire New Testament? 

 

Dec. 11th  The Journey:  “Mary’s Visit to Elizabeth” 

Luke 1:39-45 

Theme:  After hearing the news that she would give birth to a child-to the long-

awaited Messiah-she was likely confused and terrified.  Whom could she talk to about 

what she had heard? 

 

Dec. 18th  The Journey:  “From Nazareth to Bethlehem” 

Luke 2:1 – 7 

Theme:  Joseph’s and Mary’s lives are forced to take detours that were not part of their 

plans.  What are some the journeys we’ve had to take that we did not want to take?  

Where does God fit into these journeys? 

 

Dec. 24th/ 25th  The Manger 

Luke 2:8 – 20 

5 PM Family oriented candle light service w/the Christmas Storyteller & Mini- 

 Dancers 

8 PM A Blended service with candle lighting   

11 PM   A traditional service with Holy Communion and Candle Lighting 

Theme:  There is a “rhythm in Christian life” that begins with Jesus birth, “hear, see 

and say.”  Why would God chose people from the lowest social standing to first hear 

about Jesus’ birth?  How did those first shepherds respond?  Where are you in “hear, 

see, and say?” 

 

Christmas Day 
10 AM  Service of Scripture and Carols 

 



The youth have had a very 

busy month.  We started 

with the Rock-n-Worship 

Road Show, then a lock-in 

the next weekend, helping 

serve at the mystery dinner 

(SS Whatamess) and begin-
ning the Advent study of 

“The Journey.”   

 

I made a couple of VERY BIG 

announcements to our stu-

dents this past month and I 

want you to know what they 

are. 
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1.  High School camp is June  

 17-22 and we are staying  

 the Duecker Lodge again  

 this year!! 

 

2. Nashville Mission Trip is  

 July 15-20 and we will be  
 working with Youth 

 works and The General  

 Board of Discipleship;  

 United Methodist  

 Church. 
 

I am VERY excited about 

summer 2012.  I know it 

seems far off, but it will be 

registration time before we 

realize it.  I will have more 

details coming soon.  Please 

contact me with any ques-

tions you may have.   
 

Coming Up: 
 

Sunday Mornings at 9:45 

AM:  Meet downstairs 
 

We will not meet on Sun-

day, December 25th! 
 

Sunday Nights 6—8 PM:   
Meet downstairs for fellow-

ship and “The Journey” 

Walking the Road to  

Advent is here and I’m ex-

cited about our “Journey” 

together.  As we move 

from the Annuciation to 

the birth or our savior, I 

invite you to be part of 

this time of preparation.  

We will be using “The 

Journey” from Adam 

Hamilton during our wor-

ship experiences this Ad-

vent and want to give you 

an opportunity to go 

deeper in your own walk 

to Bethlehem. We have 

several small group oppor-

tunties for you as well as a 

daily devotional book 

available for you to use 

each day during this spe-

cial time. 

 Certificates of Depos-
its-Grabill Bank (3) 
$92,709.89 

 Fifth Third National 
Bank (1) $20,248.27  

 

 Participation Certifi-
cates-- Indiana Unit-
ed Methodist Loan & 
Savings-Fishers Indi-
ana (3) $81,123.83 

 

 Total Value of the 
Building Fund Octo-
ber 31, 2011 
$213,328.69 

 

Please refer any ques-
tions to Roy Hosfield, 
Connie Heinfeld or Pas-
tor Rick.  

The Building Fund has re-
ceived gifts from individ-
uals as of October 31 this 
year of $27,37100. Other 
revenue deposited to the 
Building Fund has been 
the sale of the garag-
es  ($3,100.00), Scrip pro-
gram (net profit 
$11,725.00) and interest 
from CD’s and saving 
($1,147.00). The combi-
nation of these sources 
added $43,343.00 to the 
Fund thus far this year. 

 

(nhumc-

cfenwick@frontier.com)  

or the church office: 
 

260-749-9565. 

www.newhavenumc.com 

 

Looking forward to our 

journey together this Ad-

vent,  

-  Pastor Chuck  

Sunny Seniors  
 

We have an unusual meet-

ing in December.  We think 

you will enjoy it and learn 

about an important pro-

gram in our area as well.  

Come for a lunch catered 

by the NH Custom Meats 

at 12:00 noon on Friday, 

December 9th in the Fel-

lowship Hall, then listen to 

Robert Walton as he tells 

us about the Soarin’ Rap-

tor Rehab and how they 

are reintroducing injured 

birds into their natural en-

vironment.  He will bring 

some of his “friends” along 
– both human helpers and 

the feathered kind.  Cost of 

the meal is $6.  Please pay 

Bob or Sara Frock and sign 

up by Sunday, December 

4th. 

Withdrawals from the 
Building Fund completed 
the construction and as-
sociated work needed to 
make the new “Bus 
Barn” functional was 
$19,136.00. During 2010 
the Building Fund paid 
another $40,303.00 on 
this project. The final 
cost of the first step in 
the NEW LIFE CENTER 
project was $59,439.00. 
                 
tǊŜǎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
CǳƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΥ 

 
 Building Fund Savings 

Account-Grabill Bank 
$19,246.70 

 

Bethlehem 
 

We will not meet on Sun-

day night December 25th 

or January 1st! 
 

Wednesday Nights from 

6:30—8 PM:   
Meet downstairs for fellow-

ship, prayer and a time of 

sharing 
 

*Youth Christmas Party*   

Wednesday, December 21st 
 

We will not meet on 

Wednesday night Decem-

ber 28th! 

Devotional books are 

available during Advent at 

the welcome center and 

the church office.  We are 

asking for a $10 donation 

to help cover the cost of 

the books. 

 

Small groups are meeting 

throughout the week at 

the church and in homes.   

 

We also have an online 

discussion taking place on 

our church website. 

 

If you have any questions 

or want more information 

about the groups please 

visit our website or con-

tact Pastor Chuck: 

The Staff Parish Com-

mittee is now accepting 

applications for the posi-

tion of Director of Con-

gregational Care.  This 

position has direct re-

sponsibility for ongoing 

hospital, nursing home 

and shut-in visitation in-

cluding coordination of 

our volunteer visitation 

ministry. Additional are-

as of staffing responsi-

bility are Stephen’s min-

istry and worship attend-

ance. Job descriptions 

are available in the 

church office.  
 

Send your resume and 

cover letter to Pastor 

Rick at nhumc-

rtaylor@frontier.com.  

mailto:nhumc-cfenwick@frontier.com
mailto:nhumc-cfenwick@frontier.com
http://www.newhavenumc.com
mailto:nhumc-rtaylor@frontier.com
mailto:nhumc-rtaylor@frontier.com
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If you look back on the 

Cornerstone articles I have 

written over the last two 

years, you will see that 

most of their themes were 

about service, encourage-

ment and hope.  So why 

change a good thing now! 
 

Following are some quotes I 

have recently read and rec-

orded in my personal jour-

nal because I feel they will 

help me on my journey of 

faith.  Perhaps they will help 

you too. 
 

To be a disciple of Jesus Christ 

means to live life not standing 

against, or closing in, or shut-

ting out, but walking along-

side.  We were made to be in 

relationship with the world 

around us.      -Leonard Sweet 
 

We were, indeed, made to 

be in relationship with the 

world around us and, more 

importantly, with Jesus 

Christ and each other here 

at NHUMC. We exist to 

invite all to develop a per-

sonal relationship with Jesus 

Christ as we grow together 

on a journey of faith. 
 

God created you to bear fruit . 

. . to be His hands and feet on 

earth.  And in complete con-

trast to what the world tells us, 

a life of joy and fulfillment 

doesnõt come from looking out 

for ourselves. The abundant 

life comes from bearing fruit 

for Jesus.         -Nancy Guthrie 
 

In Romans 12:10, Paul re-

minds us to be devoted to 

one another in love and to 

honor one another above 

ourselves – doing this, we 

will, indeed, bear much fruit.  

We are called to live a life 

worthy of the Lord and to 

please Him in every way, 

bearing fruit in every way.  

True joy is Jesus, Others 

(and then) Yourself.  
 

You can build a fire in the 

hearth, stay inside, and stay 

warm and dry . . . or you can 

hear the voice of Godõs adven-

ture.  Instead of building a fire 

in your hearth, build a fire in 

your heart.  Follow Godõs im-

pulses. Make a difference. 

                         -Max Lucado 
 

In the Message Bible, Mat-

thew 7:12 states, “Here is a 

simple, rule of thumb guide 

for behavior: “Ask yourself 

what you want people to do 

for you, then grab the initia-

tive and do it for them.” 

Again, we are here on this 

earth to do for others not 

just for ourselves. 
 

We were not made to be 

stars but to follow His star, 

to follow his commands and 

instruction and call.  Each of 

us has a role to play in God’s 

story of redeeming the 

  

Parting Thoughts . . . 
   

 

  -Penny Voors, Director of Congregational Care 

Thank you, Shawl Ministry, 
for the beautiful prayer 
shawl and the lovely blan-
ket.  I cannot tell you how 
much comfort and the peace 
they have brought me.  I am 
so blessed to have friends 
and a church family who 
care so much.  Thank you for 
all of your prayers and cards.  
With love… 
 

-.Ŝǧȅ tǳǊǾƛǎ 
 

I would like to thank every-
one for their prayers, for my 
daughter, Kaitlyn.  She is im-
proving.  Also thank you for 
your prayers and cards when 

my sister passed away.  
What a wonderful church 
family that I have. 
 

-tƘȅƭƭƛǎ 5ŜƛǘŜǊƛƴƎ 
 

We cannot thank all of you 
enough for allowing us to 
have our wedding at your 
church.  Special thanks to 
Pastor Rick, Jody, Tina and 
Melissa for all your help!  
The Pickett family has a long 
history at NHUMC and we 
are forever grareful that we 
could be a part of it.  Thank 
you everyone!   
 

-WŀƪŜ ϧ {ŀƳ tƛŎƪŜǧ 
 

A big thank you to all the 
people who helped with the 
rummage sale.  We had a 
net profit of $1,890.88.  A 
donation of $250 was made 
to Student Ministries for 
their help.  Merchandise do-
nations were made to Lucille 
Raines , Neighbors In Need 
and Homeless Task Force.  
All leftovers, salvage clothing 
and cardboard were given to 
Goodwill. 
 

-¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ  
²ƻƳŜƴ 

 

 

Prayer Shawls 

Dedicated in  

November 
 

 

 Laura Lozenby 
 Mary Gohl 
 Jeanine Paul 
 Delores Crilly 
 Cheyenne Proffitt 
 Elaine Richhart 
 Diane Richhart 
 
 

Continued thanks for 

all of you who have  

donated yard. 

world and caring for one 

another. 
 

Our lives are not our own and 

our plans arenõt always best 

for us, but Godõs plans are.  

Surrender to His will and His 

plansé He will work with all 

you give Himé 

  -Steve Arterburn, Pam Farrel 
 
As we grow together on 

our journey of faith togeth-

er here at NHUMC and as 

we journey and walk the 

road to Bethlehem with 

Adam Hamilton this advent 

season, may we let go and 

let God.  May we surrender 

to His will like Mary did 

saying, “May it be to me as 

you have said.”  He will, 

indeed, work with all you 

give Him! 

Give the Gift of Life  
The American Red Cross is critically low on many types of blood.  Only two of 

the eight blood types are in sufficient supply; five of eight blood types are criti-

cal supply.  The next blood drive for New Haven is Dec. 12 at Emanuel Luther-

an Church from 2—7 PM.  When you donate you will be entered into a region-

wide drawing for a $1,000 Visa gift card.  One hour of your time could save 

three lives!  Give the gift of life this holiday season; it costs YOU nothing and 

everyone wants it.   

Attention Snow 
Birds!  

 

Donðt forget to get 
your winter address 

changes into the office 
to continue receiving 
the Cornerstone and 
other information.  



 

December 24th 

Christmas Eve 

 
5 PM Family oriented candle light service w/the  

 Christmas Storyteller & Mini-Dancers 

 

8 PM A Blended service with candle lighting 

 

11 PM A traditional service with Holy Commun 

 ion and Candle Lighting 

 

December 25th 

Christmas Day 

 

10 AM Service of Scripture and Carols 
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The preschool children will 
begin their Journey To Beth-
lehem with songs.  Children 
retain so much more when 
music is added to words and 
familiar tunes are used.  The 
teachers will be teaching the 
children songs and finger 
plays about the birth of ba-
by Jesus for our annual 
Christmas program.   For 
many of the children this 
will be their first exposure in 
learning about Mary, Jo-
seph, baby Jesus and the 
whole story of Jesus’ birth.  
What a privilege for the 
teachers! 
 

There will be three perfor-
mances.  You are welcome 
to attend any of them.  The 
first one will be Tuesday, 
December 20th at 9:30 AM.  
This program will be per-
formed by 3 classes of be-
ginners.  The biggest pro-
gram is Wednesday, De-
cember 21st at 9:30 AM 
when we have a total of 69 
children on stage.  Then that 
afternoon we will have the 
combination of two begin-
ner classes and two pre-k 
classes performing together 
at 1:00 PM. 
 

For the holiday season the 

preschool department will 
again be selling poinsetti-
as.  You may purchase 
yours by calling the pre-
school office or order 
forms will be available in 
between services on Sun-
day, November 27th and 
on Sunday, December 4th.  
Poinsettias will be ready 
for pick up on Sunday, De-
cember 11th.  Color choic-
es are red, white, pink, 
and marble.  Also three 
sizes are available 4 ½”, 6” 
and 8”. 
 

Your Journey To Bethle-
hem will lead you to a very 
special baby and will re-
mind all of us this season 
of the very best present 
ever given. 
 

Happy Holidays from eve-
ryone in the preschool de-
partment! 
 

 -With Christian Love, 
Miss Donna 

 

up in the busyness of the 
season and get so stressed 
out.  I was thinking about 
the fact that when Mary & 
Joseph went to Bethlehem 
that first Christmas, it was 
noisy and crowded and full 
of rude people.  But in the 
midst of chaos came 
peace.  Jesus was born.  
There was not even any 
room for Him, but still He 
came.  I urge you; seek the 
peace of Christ in the midst 
of the season.  Make room 
for Him.  Take time to be a 
part of our holiday services 
each week as we journey 
to Bethlehem, to be en-
couraged at the Hope for 
the Holidaze service on 
Monday, Dec. 5, to cele-
brate with us on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day.  
Experience the joy! 
 
Thanks be to God for His 
indescribable Gift!  

 

  -Sue Sprunger 
Director, Music Ministries 

Superszq614@yahoo.com 
Phone: 760-1581 

UMW Christmas  

Parties 
Naomi Circle 

December 13th meet at 

NHUMC at 10:30 AM for 

carpooling.  Bus will also be 

available.  Lunch from the 

menu at Cracker Barrel 

located on State Road 37. 
 

Mary Circle 
December 13th in the 

NHUMC Parlor.  Snack 

potluck and optional  

ornament exchange. 

Christmas is a glorious 
time of the year!  I love all 
the lights and sounds and 
smells and decorations.  I 
love the joy and excite-
ment.  And of course, I 
love the music of Christ-
mas! What a special op-
portunity to praise God for 
the precious gift He gave 
us! 
 
One of the most special 
moments of the Christmas 
season is our candlelight-
ing at the Christmas Eve 
services.  What a special 
joy it is to look out and see 
the glow of faces of family 
and friends, to lift our voic-
es in singing ñSilent Nightò 
together as we celebrate 
the birth of Christ.  What 
peace is felt in that mo-
ment.  We are lifted up as 
we see the light of Christ 
spread across our church. 
 
Sometimes we get caught 

Has Arrived!! 
 

Logon on to 

www.newhavenumc.com 

to see how it works!  
 

You can give your one 

time contribution or set 

up recurring contribu-

tions for all the funds 

you give to at the 

Church.   

 

What a joy it was to 
see all the smiling 
and grateful people 
that came to our 
Thanksgiving dinner.  
Thank you one and 
all who donated your 
time and food to help 
with the Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner!  
We are blessed to 
have such a loving 
and caring congrega-
tion.  Thank you for 
making this another 
great year! 
 

                - Jody Krieg 

Christmas  
Giving  

Ornaments  
 

Please consider contrib-
uting for baskets of food 
for the homebound.  We 
trust that when the tree 
appears on December 
11th, you will take sev-
eral ornaments to con-
tribute.   
 

Date to pick up orna-
mentsñDecember 4th 
& 11th.  Return items 
by December 18th.   
 

To volunteer to deliver 
baskets on December 
18th, please call Bonnie 
Baumgartner 493-6103. 

mailto:Superszq614@yahoo.com


New Haven United Methodist Church exists to invite you to develop a personal  
relationship with Jesus Christ as we grow together on a journey of  faith! 

      

     Have you ever come to one of those special days, like Christ-
mas, only to find that you’ve lost that “Lovin Feeling?”  You see 
the approaching day as ho hum or worse as Scrooge says, “Bah 
Humbug.” 
     Perhaps this bit of wisdom from John A Sanford will help.  At 
the old New England home where he spent his summers there 
was a well they used the get their water.  Eventually the well was 
replaced with a modern one.  Several years passed and John went 
to that old well to, for old time’s sake, see if it had water in it.  It 
did not.  The well, which had served even through droughts, was 
now dry, why? 
     He found that this type of well is fed by hundreds of tiny rivu-
lets of water.  As water is taken out of the well the rivulets re-
place the water that was removed.    When no water is removed 
from the well the rivulets close.  The action of the rivulets refilling 
the well keeps them open and functioning.  The well had dried up 
from no use. 
    So the word to the wise here is that there are hundreds of rivu-
lets through which God’s love and grace flows to you.  If over time 
you neglect to draw at this well…well you know. 
     There is a “the rest of the story” though.  Unlike the water 
well, the well of your soul God can reopen.  Christmas is a great 
opportunity to open the tap to God’s streams of grace and love. 
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Friends Who Care 
 

This is a visiting ministry 

to our members who are 

homebound or in nursing 

homes.  We don’t want 

them to feel left out be-

cause they are physically 

unable to attend church.  

You can select how many 

people you would like to 

visit and are asked to visit 

at least once a month.  

We are in need of many 

volunteers.  Can you help?   

Hospital Visitation 
 

This is a very rewarding 

care ministry.  You are 

asked to visit our mem-

bers when they are in the 

hospital and pray with 

them and their families.  

We have an occasional 

need for back up visitors.  

If you are interested, 

please contact Penny 

Voors. 

In-Home Communion 
 

This is a once-a-month 

opportunity.  Every first 

Sunday of the month 

when we receive com-

munion at church, teams 

also take communion to 

our members who are 

homebound or in nursing 

homes if they wish to par-

take.  We go in teams of 

two and training is provid-

ed.  We have openings for 

two new teams to be used 

as substitutes. 

Worship DVD Delivery 

Team 
 

This ministry group deliv-

ers DVD’s of our Sunday 

worship services to our 

members who are in nurs-

ing homes or are home-

bound.  If we could get 

three more teams to 

come forward, it would 

be a once-every-two-

months service opportuni-

ty.   

New Resident Packets 
 

This is a once a month 

opportunity to help the 

community and our 

church to deliver infor-

mation packets (10-15 per 

month) to new New Ha-

ven residents for the 

Chamber of Commerce.  

We also leave them 

NHUMC information. 

Sunday Office Work 
 

We are still seeking  indi-

viduals to help staff the 

church office on Sunday 

mornings during worship 

service times to answer 

phones, answer questions, 

and take messages for the 

staff.  One worship time a 

month is all we ask.  

Please call Janice Silk-

worth, 493-3678.   

Worship Focus/Scripture 

Readers 
 

We need volunteers to 

occasionally read the wor-

ship focus and scripture at 

the 8:30 and 9:45 AM Sun-

day worship services.  

Please contact Melissa in 

the church office. 

Sunday School  

Secretary/Floater 
 

We are looking for an in-

dividual who can take Sun-

day School attendance and 

help in the Sunday School 
classrooms if needed and/

or monitor the hallways. 

Youth Area 
 

Pastor Chuck is needing 

adults to come and hang 

out with our youth on 

Wednesday evenings from 

6:30—8:00.  No teaching 

involved, just getting to 

know our middle and high 

school students. 

Office Volunteers 
 

We are in need of a cou-

ple half day per week of-

fice volunteers.  Please see 

the office for details. 

Worship/Music Ministry 
 

Chancel Choir has be-

gun rehearsals on Thurs-

day evenings at 7:00. They 

sing each week at the 9:45 

AM service. It’s a great 

opportunity for fellowship 

and service. This year we 

will also have a Ladies 

Chorus & Men’s Cho-

rus who will be singing 

occasionally.  

Other ministry opportuni-

ties: 

Praise Team – lead 

worship and provide spe-

cial music at the 8:30 AM 

services. 

Worship Band – guitar, 

bass guitar and/or vocals. 

Lead worship for the con-

temporary 11:00 service. 

Handbells – play quar-

terly 

Tech Team - We need 

anyone who is interested 

in running sound or pow-

erpoint for our services.  

Training would be provid-

ed. 

Music Ministries - We 

are always looking for 

people to use their musi-

cal talents for the Lord.  If 

you sing or play an instru-

ment and would like to do 
a special, please contact 

Sue Sprunger.  

 

 

 

 

“Do not neglect the 

gift that is in you.”   

1 Timothy 4:14 NRSV 

 
In the security of Your 

presence let us lose our 

fear and hesitancy to 

be the gifts that this 

community needs.  In 

the assurance of Your 

presence, let us boldly 

unwrap our lives to You.  

Today, Lord, someone 

needs the gifts that I 

am.  Amen 


