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Rev. Martin Thielen’s book, “What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still Be Christian” will be the 

focus of our spiritual journey during the Lenten and Easter season.  Thielen’s book grew out of a 

friendship and ongoing conversation he had with a man who was an atheist.  Our worship and 

learning will cause us to see what is essential in our relationship with Jesus.  We will explore what 

frequently distracts us from a more significant and difference making walk with Christ. 
 

Interested in hosting a small group in your home?  Contact Pastor Chuck to explore this great op-

portunity to serve Christ through NHUMC. 
 

February 22nd  Ash Wednesday 7PM  Scripture:  Joel 2:1 – 2, 12 - 17 

Sermon:  “Faith, Accessory or Foundation?” 

Theme:  The prophet Joel, speaking for God, says in essence, "Really, Really, you are sinning again!"  

God calls us to tear open our hearts and seek, with complete humility, the grace and power of God.  

Let each of us look at our sin with honesty throughout this Lenten season so that we will avoid evil 

and embrace God in Christ. 
 

February 26th  1st Sunday in Lent  Scripture:  Mark 9:14-24 

Sermon: “(Don’t) Give Me That Old-Time Religion.   

Theme: There is a great deal of “Old-Time Religion” that is good and noble.  But some old time reli-

gion is neither good nor noble and even hurtful to the church and the Kingdom of God.  We begin 

Lent by asking God to help us see the things that are hurtful to us and to the work of the church. 
 

March 4th  2nd Sunday in Lent  Scripture:  Mark 12:28 - 34 

Sermon:  “Jesus’ Priority: What Matters Most?” 

Theme:  At some time in life most of us want to know what matters most in life.  Jesus centers on two 

realities that put everything else in living in correct perspective.  They are loving God and loving 

people. 
 

March 11th  3rd Sunday in Lent  Scripture:  John 8:1 -11 

Sermon:  “Jesus’ Grace:  Am I Accepted?” 

Theme:  Many of us live in bondage, in one sense, unaware of the weight that hold us back, yet ironi-

cally, aware of the burdens we carry.  We fight grace, at times, precisely because of an internal con-

flict that traps us in knowing we need grace and at the same time believing grace is unavailable to 

someone like ourselves.  We think, if I was someone else looking at me I would n't give me a chance.  

Jesus came to break through this conflict both in its internal and external form. 
 

March 18th  4th Sunday in Lent  Scripture:  John 1:1 – 5, 14 

Sermon:  “Jesus’ Work:  Where Is God?” 

Theme:  Especially when life goes wrong we ask where is God?  We are directly or indirectly saying 

that we are experiencing, from our perspective, abandonment by God.  We believe if God is with me , 

then this bad or tragic experience would not have happened.  How does God work in our world?  

What means does God use to accomplish his Will?  God is seen in the incarnation of Christ which 

takes shape today through the Body of Christ and the Holy Spirit. 
 

March 25th  5th Sunday in Lent  Scripture:  John 13:1 – 5, 13 - 17 

Sermon:  “Jesus’ Example:  What Brings Fulfillment?” 

Theme:  Our human nature says to us that fulfillment comes in gathering and amassing people and 

things for ourselves as individuals.  Most of us discover at some point that the adding up of people 

and stuff for ourselves is unfulfilling and transitory.  Jesus says the way to fulfillment of the heart is 

to serve others.  We make a different life for ourselves and others when we offer ourselves as a gift in 

the same manner Jesus is offered to us. 
 

April 1st  Palm Sunday  Scripture:  Matthew 27:27 - 31 

Sermon:  “Jesus’ Death: What about Suffering?” 

Theme:  Is there appropriate suffering?  Shouldn't pain and suffering be avoided?  We know in physi-

cal therapy that there is pain that comes when healing and restoration are taking place.  We also know 

that spiritual healing takes only when we face the sin in our lives and the choices we have made that 

led us into sin.  There is pain in this.  Jesus faces the pain and suffering of our resistance to address-

ing our sinful behavior. 
 

April 8th  Easter 
Sermon:  “Jesus Resurrection: Is There Hope?”  



The first weekend in Feb-

ruary the Students are def-

initely “All In.”  As you can 

see from the schedule be-

low, we are spending the 

entire weekend serving, 

giving, worshipping and 

leading.  We are so 

blessed to have such an 

incredible group of stu-

dents sharing the love of 

Christ with other…and 

with us!  Please continue 

to pray for them as they 

spread the gospel of 

Christ.   

 

The students will be col-

lecting soup and crackers 

for “Souperbowl Day of 

Caring” the last Sunday in 

January and first Sunday in 

February.  Please help us, 

help others! 

 

On February 5th the stu-

dents will be leading wor-

ship in all three services.  

God is doing some amaz-

ing things in the lives of 

our youth and this will be 

an opportunity to witness 

that work. 
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Souperbowl Weekend 

Schedule: 
 

Friday February 3, 2012 

@ 6:30pm:  rehearsal of 

worship services followed 

by pizza and movie 

 

Saturday February 4, 

2012 @ 8:30am:  leave 

from church for Charis 

House for work project 

Sunday February 5, 2012 

(Worship Services) :  

Youth leading worship 

and collecting soup, 

crackers and money for 

New Haven Food Bank 

and Rescue Ministries 

 

Sunday February 5, 2012:  

Youth “Big Game” party 

at the church.  (Due to 

federal guidelines we 

must use “big game” as 

we do not have the ex-

pressed written consent 

of the NFL to use their 

trademarked term). 

 

Confirmation is starting 

soon.  The students and 

parents meet on January 

29th to ask questions and 

Our Christmas party 

we had on Wednesday 

night was a hit!  We 

had 28 kids attend and 

6 new parents.  We 

read the Christmas 

story and talked about 

what Christmas really 

means to us.  We made 

hand paintings of the 3 

Wiseman on camels and 

trains made of can-

dy.  We decorated 

cookies and then ate 

them of course and 

played some basket-

ball.  Thanks to all who 

helped out that 

night.  It was such a 

blessing to have that 

many children in the 

Beach room. 

    This last month has 

been somewhat of a 

whirl wind with Christ-

mas and the New 

Year.  Chuck graduating 

and Tobey getting bap-

tized.  Good things are 

happening!  I have to 

say that I feel very 

blessed. 

Upward is up and run-

ning in full swing.  It 

has been a joy placing 

all of the very anxious 

kids on just the right 

team!  I have been so 

impressed with the will-

ingness of the Church 

to step forward and 

Sunny Seniors 
 

The Sunny Seniors will be 

meeting in the Fellowship 

Hall at 12:00 noon for a 

potluck dinner on Fri-

day, February 10th.  Our 

speaker following the 

meal will be Dan Gar-

man.  Dan will tell us 

about the changes taking 

place at Parkview and will 

share some of the future 

plans for the hospital.  

We know this will be of 

great interest to our 

group.  Please sign up at 

our information table in 

the Fellowship Hall by 

Sunday, February 5th. 

 
We have now made ar-

rangements for the 

March meeting.  We will 

be having the Hearth-

stone singers who have 

enterta ined groups 

throughout the Fort 

Wayne Area.  The meal 

that day (March 9th) will 

be catered by Salvatori’s). 

volunteer their time 

and efforts to make 

this outstanding pro-

gram work.  From vol-

unteers for Score 

keepers to concessions, 

referees, coaches, de-

votion leaders, prayer 

partners and the list 

goes on and on!  This 

program could not work 

if it wasn’t for you 

helping out.  So thank 

you so very much for 

all the time and effort 

you have unselfishly 

given.  I’m sure your 

reward will be great in 

Heaven. 

 

I am very excited to 

see where this year 

leads us in our Chil-

dren’s department.  I 

pray that you consider 

volunteering in the 

nursery or teaching a 

S u n d a y  S c h o o l 

class.  We can never 

have to many help-

ers!  I will leave you 

with the line in the 

movie, Field of Dreams 

“Build it and they will 

come!”  I interpret 

that phrase as “Staff 

it and they will come!”   
 

Amy Fenwick 

Director,  

Children’s Ministry 
nhumc-kids@frontier.com 

Has Arrived!! 
 

Logon on to 

www.newhavenumc.com 

to see how it works! 
 

You can give your one 

time contribution or set 

up recurring contribu-

tions for all the funds 

you give to at the 

Church.   

gather information about 

confirmation for this year.  

We are using a “mentor 

based” program which 

means we have the op-

portunity to bring multi-

ple generations together 

for faith development.  

You just may be asked to 

pray about begin a men-

tor for one of our youth.  

Please be in prayer for 

our students and mentors 

as they embark on this 

journey together.  

 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Chuck 
nhumc-cfenwick 

@frontier.com 
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Dear Friends at NHUMC,   
 

Thank you for remembering 
me again with your Christ-
mas bag of goodies.  It is fun 
to receive the pretty bag and 
the fruit, pudding, jello,  
crackers and candy.  Sure 
makes my lunches and 
snacks so special.  This is 
such a practical and useful 
gift.  I thank you for your 
thoughtfulness, caring and 
your reaching out in love. 
 

-Joyce 
 

Dear Betsy and Members of 
the Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
 

Thank you for making this 
lovely shawl.  It is a comfort 
during my healing days.  All 
is going well.  It means so 
much to have friends in 
prayer when we face chal-
lenges.   
 

-Cherry 
 
 

To All My Church Family 
Friends, 

Thank you so very much for 
all the “goodies” at Christ-
mas time.  I assure you it 
was all appreciated and en-
joyed!  Also for all who visit.  
It is such a joy to see you 
and remember old times.  
God richly bless all of you 
and may you enjoy a very 
Happy New Year!   
 

  In Christian Love, 
-Mary Burgette 

 
 

Pastor Rick & Finance Com-
mittee Members, 
 

We would like to thank the 
church for all you have done 
by letting us use this space 
for our meetings.  This thank 
you comes from all twenty-
four of our hearts.  Some-

Give the Gift of Life 
The American Red Cross is critically low on many types of blood.  

Only two of the eight blood types are in sufficient supply; five of eight 

blood types are critical supply.  The next blood drive for New Haven 

is Feb. 6th at Emanuel Lutheran Church from 2—7 PM.  One hour of 

your time could save three lives!  Give the gift of life; it costs YOU 

nothing and everyone wants it.   

Attention Snow 
Birds! 

 

Don’t forget to get 
your winter address 

changes into the office 
to continue receiving 
the Cornerstone and 

other information. 

Seven Quilts of Valor 
were donated to 
Northern Indiana Vet-
eran's Hospital recent-
ly. The quilts will be 
presented to wounded 
veterans returning 
from war in a special 
ceremony. The 
NHUMC Quilting Min-
istry have donated a 
total of 30 quilts to the 
VA and individuals in 
our community.  When 
asked, women-of-the-
cloth across the nation 
rallied to create more 
than 35,000 quilts as 
Quilts of Valor. And we 
aren't done yet! 

Attention 

 Quilters! 
The NHUMC Quilting 
Ministry will host the 
Second Annual Quilt 
Show during Canal 
Days, June 7, 8, & 9, 
2012.  Quilters:  Show 
guidelines will remain 
almost the same ex-
cept we ask that you 
not display quilts that 
were displayed in 
2011.  Deadline for 
preregistration will be 
around the middle of 
May and you will need 
to submit a picture of 
your quilt.  So...get 
those sewing ma-
chines humming, 
spread the word and 
watch for details.   

Prayer Shawls 

Dedicated in  

January 
 

 

 Tina Hay 
 Renee Isbell 
 Debra Melton 
 Laurie Johnson 
 Mary Gordon 
 Cherry Baer 
 Valene May 
 Kris Fry 
 
 

Our Continued 

thanks for  

all of you who 

have donated 

yarn! 

times we do not get much 
quilting done, but we sure 
try to solve the problems of 
the world.  :-)  Thank you 
again. 
 

-Hoosier Favorite Quilters 
 

 

Thanks to everybody that 
sent cards, called and prayed 
for me when I was in the 
hospital.  It really helped 
Barb and me to feel the love 
and support from our 
Church.  The visit with Pastor 
Rick at the Hospital was very 
much appreciated and the 
visit and prayer from Virgil 
Schaefer meant a lot to our 
family. 
 

Much love to all! 
 

- Stan & Barb Pickett 
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     In October I started 

introducing the teachers 

to you.  The holidays took 

our thoughts in other di-

rections, but now I would 

like to get back to where 

we were in October and 

introduce to you another 

teacher. 

     The school is very for-

tunate to have Mrs. Bren-

da Helmkamp, a seasoned 

teacher working with us.  

Miss Brenda came to us 

from Forest Park Pre-

school before their clos-

ing.  She was a teacher 

there for 8 years and Di-

rector of their preschool 

for 3.  Miss Brenda 

earned her Early Child-

hood Certification from 

IPFW.  She has been 

with us for 6 years.  Miss 

Brenda teaches K-Prep 

(5 year olds) every morn-

ing with the exception of 

Tuesday.  On Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday 

afternoons she teaches 

Beginners (3 year olds).  

When not working with 

us, she also works for the 

Glassley Dental Group 

as a receptionist.   

     Miss Brenda is mar-

ried to Joe Helmkamp 

and they are both na-

tives of Fort Wayne.  Joe 

i s  e m p l o y e d  b y 

Crumback-Symons Chev-

rolet.   They are mem-

a regular basis.  See Steve 

Sprunger if interested 

(760-2385). 
Voices for the Chancel 

Choir  If you enjoy hear-
ing the Chancel Choir 

sing at the 9:45 a.m. ser-

vice each week, and are 

looking for a new oppor-

tunity to serve, please 

consider being a part of 

this vital ministry. Practic-

es are on Thursday eve-

nings, 7:00-8:30 p.m.  We 

want to continue to wor-

ship the Lord in song and 

we need more voices to 

bring to the Lord the 

praises due His name. 
Easter Cantata  If you are 

interested in just a sea-

sonal opportunity, our 

Easter program is an im-

portant ministry of out-

reach and encourage-

ment.  Singers and actors 
are needed. Our cantata 

this year is called, “Never 

Thirst Again”.  Please 

consider adding your 

voice that we may bring 

glorious praise to the 

Lord and share His mes-

sage to thirsting souls! 
 

I’m praying that God will 

lay upon your heart new 

ways that you can serve  

Him in 2012! 
  

  -Sue Sprunger 
Director, Music Ministries 

nhumc-music@frontier.com 
 

“Serve the Lord with gladness; 

come before Him with  

joyful singing” 

Psalm 100:2 
 

Worship Ministry 

Opportunities 
 

Power Point Operators 

What a blessing to be 

able to lift our voices in 

praise as we worship 

each Sunday, to see the 

songs and scriptures on 

the screen before us!  

We need people who 

are willing to be on a ro-

tation to run our power 

point slides on Sundays.  

Only basic computer 

skills are necessary, and 

training is available.  We 

are just looking for a 

willing heart to serve on 

bers of the Forest Park 

United Methodist Con-

gregation. They are the 

parents of two children:  

Greg who lives in South 

Bend and works as as-

sistant golf pro at Notre 

Dame.  Julie works in 

Indianapolis and is an 

event coordinator for 

the Convention Center.   
 

Here are a few of Miss 

Brenda’s favorite things. 
 

Color:  Green     
 

Favorite vacation spot:  

The beach, any beach        
 

Favorite thing about 

teaching:  The Ah-ha 

moment when a child 

gets a concept you have 

been trying to get across 

and the look of accom-

plishment on the child’s 

face when they succeed. 

     Miss Brenda is so pa-

tient and kind and has a 

gentle caring way of 

speaking to the children.  

She is using the talents 

God has given her and 

the parents are blessed 

to have her for their 

child’s teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 -With Christian Love, 
Miss Donna 

     My grandparents were 

married for over half a centu-

ry, and played their own spe-

cial game from the time they 

had met each other.  The 

goal of their game was to 

write the word “shmily” 

around the house, and as 

soon as one of them discov-

ered it, it was their turn to 

hide it once more.   
     They dragged “shmily” 

with their fingers through the 

sugar and flour containers to 

await whoever was preparing 

the next meal.  They smeared 

it in the dew on the windows.  

“Shmily” was written in the 

steam left on the mirror after 

a hot shower, where it would 

reappear bath after bath.  At 

one point, my grandmother 

even unrolled an entire roll of 

toilet paper to leave “shmily” 

on the very last sheet. 
     There was no end to the 

places “shmily” would pop 

up.  Little notes with “shmily” 

scribbled hurriedly were 

found on dashboards and car 

seats, or taped to steering 

wheels.  The notes were 

stuffed inside shoes and left 

under pillows.  “Shmily” was 

written in the dust upon the 

mantel and traced in the ash-

es of the fireplace.  This mys-

terious word was as much a 

part of my grandparents’ 

house as the furniture. 
     Grandma and Grandpa 

held hands every chance 
they could.  They stole kiss-

es as they bumped into each 

other in their tiny kitchen.  

My grandma whispered to 

me about how cute my 

grandpa was, how handsome 

an old man he had grown to 

be.  She claimed that she 

really knew “how to pick 

‘em.”  Before every meal 

they bowed heads and gave 

thanks, marveling at their 

blessings. 
     One dark day my grand-

mother was diagnosed with  

breast cancer.  As always, 

Grandpa was with her every 

step of the way.  He com-

forted her in their yellow 

room, painted that color so 

she could always be sur-
rounded by sunshine, even 

when she was too sick to go 

outside. 
     With the help of a cane 

and my grandfather’s steady 

hand, they still went to 

church every week.  But my 

grandmother grew steadily 

weaker until; finally, she 

could not leave the house 

anymore.  Then one day, 

what we all dreaded finally 

happened.  Grandma was 

gone. 
     “Shmily.”  It was 

scrawled in yellow on the 

pink ribbons of my grand-

mother’s funeral bouquet.  

Grandpa stepped up to my 

grandmother’s casket and, 

taking a shaky breath, he 

began to sing to her.  

Through his tears and grief, 

the song came, a deep and 

throaty lullaby.  I will never 

forget that moment.  For I 

knew then that, although I 

couldn’t begin to fathom 

the depth of their love, I 

had been privileged to wit-

ness its unmatched beauty. 

 

S-H-M-I-L-Y:   

See How Much I Love You 

mailto:Superszq614@yahoo.com


New Haven United Methodist Church exists to invite you to develop a personal  
relationship with Jesus Christ as we grow together on a journey of  faith!  

      
     “Next time I’ll just do it myself!”  Have you ever heard or 

said those words or something close to it?  Frequently we hear 

that the most efficient and effective way to get a project or job 

completed to your satisfaction is to do it yourself. 

     Most of us have been on both sides of this coin sometime in 

our lives.  We’ve had people step in and take over a job from us 

because we were not doing it their way or we’ve done the same 

thing to another person. 

     I suppose if the objective is simply to have a job done, then 

perhaps the most efficient way to get it done is do it yourself.  

However, if part of the purpose is teaching a person how to lead, 

organize, serve, teach or do hundreds of other tasks and roles, 

then doing it all yourself defeats the purpose. 

     Why?  Because when a person is learning a role or task they 

need the opportunity to do that task or role and learn from their 

mistakes and their successes.  Initially this takes more time, but 

in the long run you will discover that the increased ability of the 

individual enables you, your family, or your organization to be 

more effective. 

     God built in time for you to learn what you know and know 

how to do.  I believe God expects us to do the same for the peo-

ple with whom we work and live. 
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Friends Who Care 
 

This is a visiting ministry 

to our members who are 

homebound or in nursing 

homes.  We don’t want 

them to feel left out be-

cause they are physically 

unable to attend church.  

You can select how many 

people you would like to 

visit and are asked to visit 

at least once a month.  

We are in need of many 

volunteers.  Can you help?   

Hospital Visitation 
 

This is a very rewarding 

care ministry.  You are 

asked to visit our mem-

bers when they are in the 

hospital and pray with 

them and their families.  

We have an occasional 

need for back up visitors.  

If you are interested, 

please contact Penny 

Voors. 

In-Home Communion 
 

This is a once-a-month 

opportunity.  Every first 

Sunday of the month 

when we receive com-

munion at church, teams 

also take communion to 

our members who are 

homebound or in nursing 

homes if they wish to par-

take.  We go in teams of 

two and training is provid-

ed.  We have openings for 

two new teams to be used 

as substitutes. 

Worship DVD Delivery 

Team 
 

This ministry group deliv-

ers DVD’s of our Sunday 

worship services to our 

members who are in nurs-

ing homes or are home-

bound.  If we could get 

three more teams to 

come forward, it would 

be a once-every-two-

months service opportuni-

ty.   

New Resident Packets 
 

This is a once a month 

opportunity to help the 

community and our 

church to deliver infor-

mation packets (10-15 per 

month) to new New Ha-

ven residents for the 

Chamber of Commerce.  

We also leave them 

NHUMC information. 

Sunday Office Work 
 

We are still seeking  indi-

viduals to help staff the 

church office on Sunday 

mornings during worship 

service times to answer 

phones, answer questions, 

and take messages for the 

staff.  One worship time a 

month is all we ask.  

Please call Janice Silk-

worth, 493-3678.   

Worship Focus/Scripture 

Readers 
 

We need volunteers to 

occasionally read the wor-

ship focus and scripture at 

the 8:30 and 9:45 AM Sun-

day worship services.  

Please contact Melissa in 

the church office. 

Sunday School  

Secretary/Floater 
 

We are looking for an in-

dividual who can take Sun-

day School attendance and 

help in the Sunday School 
classrooms if needed and/

or monitor the hallways. 

Youth Area 
 

Pastor Chuck is needing 

adults to come and hang 

out with our youth on 

Wednesday evenings from 

6:30—8:00.  No teaching 

involved, just getting to 

know our middle and high 

school students. 

Office Volunteers 
 

We are in need of a cou-

ple half day per week of-

fice volunteers.  Please see 

the office for details. 

Worship/Music Ministry 
 

Chancel Choir has be-

gun rehearsals on Thurs-

day evenings at 7:00. They 

sing each week at the 9:45 

AM service. It’s a great 

opportunity for fellowship 

and service. This year we 

will also have a Ladies 

Chorus & Men’s Cho-

rus who will be singing 

occasionally.  

Other ministry opportuni-

ties: 

Praise Team – lead 

worship and provide spe-

cial music at the 8:30 AM 

services. 

Worship Band – guitar, 

bass guitar and/or vocals. 

Lead worship for the con-

temporary 11:00 service. 

Handbells – play quar-

terly 

Tech Team - We need 

anyone who is interested 

in running sound or pow-

erpoint for our services.  

Training would be provid-

ed. 

Music Ministries - We 

are always looking for 

people to use their musi-

cal talents for the Lord.  If 

you sing or play an instru-

ment and would like to do 
a special, please contact 

Sue Sprunger.  

 

 

 

 

“Do not neglect the 

gift that is in you.”   

1 Timothy 4:14 NRSV 

 
In the security of Your 

presence let us lose our 

fear and hesitancy to 

be the gifts that this 

community needs.  In 

the assurance of Your 

presence, let us boldly 

unwrap our lives to You.  

Today, Lord, someone 

needs the gifts that I 

am.  Amen 


