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Lilies of Love

The Easter Lily, often re-
ferred to as ‘“the white-
robed apostle of hope,”
will again soon delight
our world with its beauty
this Easter season. This
flower retells Jesus’ res-
urrection story with its
life cycle. The bulb bur-
ied in the ground repre-
sents the tomb of Jesus
and the glorious white
trumpet-like  fragrant
flowers which grow from
the bulb symbolize His
life after death. The
snowy white color stands
for the Divine Savior and
the joy of resurrection
while the trumpet shape
signifies Gabriel’s trum-
pet call to rebirth and
new life.

Indeed, Jesus calls us to
rebirth, new life, and
love. You can be a con-
duit of Jesus’ resurrection
love again this year by
buying and sharing a
beautiful Easter Lily with
one of our members who
are homebound or who
reside in a nursing home.
Bonnie Baumgartner and

And the Love of God

her team do such a won-
derful job of coordinating
this ministry. Please use
the Lily order forms that
have been inserted in our
weekly Sunday bulletin to
order and designate that
the lily is to be given to
our homebound or those in
nursing homes.

Again this year, lilies will
grace our church and sanc-
tuary with their beauty,
but we are going to use
them in a different way to
set the atmosphere for our
Easter celebration. We are
going back to our roots
and will be centering on
the Revelations scripture
that is on the stone wall:
“And he showed me a
pure river of water of life,
clear as crystal proceeding
out of the throne of God
and of the Lamb.”

I pray you will choose to
walk the Lenten journey
with Jesus through Holy
Week and Easter. And
you will be ever mindful
of God’s love for you, as
He so loved you, that He

EASTER SUNDAY SCHEDULE

7 AM — Sunrise Service lead by the Youth
Fellowship Hall with breakfast

9 AM — Traditional Service
11 AM — Easter Cantata

*Sunday School classes will not meet*

gave His only Son so you
would not perish but have
eternal life. May you learn

from Jesus’ vulnerability,
humility, and obedience as
He walked the path and pur-
pose of God’s will. Like the
author of Hebrews encour-
ages in the twelfth chapter
(MSG), I, too, encourage
you to study how Jesus fin-
ished the race. He never
lost sight of where He was
headed. And He put up with
everything along the way:
cross, shame, whatever.
When you find yourself
flagging in the faith, go over
Jesus’ story again, item by
item, that long list of hostil-
ity He plowed through.
God was with Him; God
was His strength. And God
is with us too. He raised Je-
sus from the dead, and He
will resurrect us, too.
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Don't miss Easter

asctivities for children!

Seder meal - Wednesday April 13th at 6:30 n8PM

Palm Sunday- April 17th Children will be doing a
parade of palms at the beginning of each service.

Easterfest - Saturday April 23rd at 10 AM.
There will be NO Sunday school classes Easter
morning so that families may worship together.
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The students have been
working through the
“last 24 hours” video
study on Sunday nights
and it has been an in-
credible experience.
We’ve celebrated the
Eucharist at our own
“triclinium” 1n the
chapel, visited “the gar-
den” and have wonder-
ful discussions about
the day that changed the
world. It’s an awesome
ride.

We have several things
coming up this month.
The youth are working
towards earning money
to help with camp ex-
penses as well as other
activities. We are now
taking orders for peanut
butter Easter Eggs until
Sunday, April 10". We
will be making the eggs
the week of the 11" on
Wednesday, Friday, and
Saturday in order for
you to be able to pick

up your eggs on Palm
Sunday. Thank you so
much for your support in
helping us raise funds
for our activities. Com-
ing soon in May, we will
be selling shares of
“stock” to help fund our
mission experience to
Nashville TN this July.
Keep watching for de-
tails!

Please keep in mind that
we will NOT meet for

Sunday Night Youth on
Sunday, April 3™ or
meet on Wednesday,
April 6™ (spring break).
We will resume our
regular times on Sun-
day, April 9. We will
have Wednesday night
youth during Holy
Week but will not meet
on Easter Sunday Eve-
ning. There will also be
no Sunday school on
Easter Sunday.

s

The “24 hours” small
groups are in full swing
and I am hearing won-
derful things about the
studies. I'm looking
forward to hearing
more wonderful stories
as the Lenten season
continues. Please note
that although the chil-
dren’s ministries and
student ministries will
not be meeting on
Wednesday, April 6™
the adult group will still
meet at 6:30 in the
chapel that evening. If
you have any questions
regarding the material
from the study or other-
wise, please do not

Ut Ministries

Many camping
opportunities are
available for all ages.

Log on to
www.impact2818.com
to see which one
is right for you.

hesitate to ask.

My
prayer is that through
this study you find your-
self in an even closer
walk with Christ.

The Church has money to help
with camping costs.

ADAM HAMILTON

Please see Pastor Chuck with questions???

Grace &
Peace,

Pastor Ch

Special Note: Sunday,
May 1 is Pre-School
Sunday. Let
support to this incredi-
ble ministry here at
NHUMC!
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Presc

Ecclesiastes 3:1 For every-
thing there is a season, and
a time for every matter un-

der heaven.

God says there is a time oy ouwedod and ahasd @w-new play-
for snow, cold and ice. yetpall net. Our spring  ground equipment.

But, thank you God, there  horse was in dire need of a

is also a wonderful time  face Jift.  Larry Ewing -Miss Donna

called spring. We all rejoin
at the first signs of the

earth coming alive again. |
was thrilled to see yellow

crocus in blood at my  oyr playground is beginning
house. to look very inviting.
Here in the preschool  The children thank you for

rooms we are very anxious
to be outside again.

From

the picture windows we can
see new playground equip-
ment that we are excited
to try out. We have a new

found someone to paint the
horse and give it new han-
dles. With the new mulch
that we added in the fall

your part in making all this

Financial Note

S

happen. If you made a
purchase through any
of fund -raising efforts

then you helped to pur-

Please join us for Easterfest!
Saturday, April 23rd

by Dave Mcintosh, Chairperson Finance 10:00 AM
As of the end of February, our what cultural shifts do we + Easter story
giving exceeded our expenses need to make to expand our + €gg hunt
by some $6500.00. So far for  offerings? We do not have a ¢ cCrafts

the month of March, our giv-
ing has remained strong and
further supports the statement
from last month that “your
response to the Budget Gap
has been fantastic.” It was
also indicated that our pro-
jected giving “allows us to
meet our financial obliga-
tions, but does not leave room
for growth.”

As a committee, finance has
already begun to look to the
future and start planning for
next year. It is imperative for
us to begin looking now to-
ward the future if we are to

contribution problem; we have
a population (census) prob-
lem. We need to be all inclu-
sive and open our doors to the
community at large.

Originating in the fourth cen-
tury of the church, Lent was a
time of preparation for those
who were to be baptized.
Since these new members
were joining a living body of
faith, the entire community
was called into the prepara-
tion. This Lenten Season, as
we prepare for Easter, my
prayer would be for each of us
to use this time for introspec-

+ 12 and under
**outside if weather is nice; inside if weather is poor**
Easterfest needs your help!
We need:

+ individually wrapped candy
+ plastic eggs
+ helpers the day of April 23"

Please contact Kim Linker at 623-3018.

Mark Your Calendar!!

“have room for growth.” If tion and self examination as to Womenodés retrea@al0th,i s||JApr i | 2
we are to continue to do rele-  how to expand our offerings at Epworth Forest
vant ministry in the 21 cen- and keep NHUMC relevant '
tury, we need to identify what  and viable in the 21* century. For additional information, please contact
it is that draws wus to I'n Christlols ser vi ; )
NHUMC. How can we at- Do 1S YindeeGirardot at 447-2211.
tract the surrounding commu- Chairman
nity to join our presence, and Finance Committeé
April 28th 7:00 PM
o ) ) Same Kind of Different
ittty Neighbors in as Me
. o 1 = =
Need By Ron & Denver Hall

Again...you have been so generous answering the plea of . .
Neighbors In Need through the February Missions Project. DI.SCUSS.IOI‘I led by
You designated more than $2,000 to the ministry. Re- Trish Richhart
cently a third grade girl brought her change to her Sunday
School teacher. 1 am sure she had saved for a long time The Thursday Morning Mehl’ s Br eak

because the coins were mostly pennies, nickels and dimes
and they were heavy. She told the teacher she wanted her
savings to go to Neighbors In Need. What a heart of Jesus!
What a selfless act of generosity! ALL of the coins, bills,
and checks designated to Neighbors In Need help our
neighbors in our church and community. THANK YOU!!
-Marilyn Eley
NIN Co-Chair

invite everyone to attend the meetings in April for the
Lenten season. The devotionals will be given by:

5 1 April 7" — Pastor Chuck
April 14™ — Marilyn Dunten
April 21* — Penny Voors

The breakfast begins at 7 AM in the Fellowship Hall.
Please call the office to make your reservation!
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I would like to thank every-
one involved with this sea-
son's Upward program. With
your help through prayers,
time, and donations we were

able to touch the lives of
many of the children and
their families. We pray that
the seeds that were planted
would continue to grow!
Thank you for being a bless-
ing to so many.

-Teresa Coyne

Thanks to everyone who
prayed for my brother, How-
ard. He is in remission. For
this we are truly grateful.

MAN CODKING

GALL FIRE DEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY

My husband has for
years  questioned  why
women need so many differ-
ent “tools” in the kitchen.
He just could not understand
why a couple of pans, a few
spoons, a fork and a knife
would not be enough to do
the job.

Last year, my husband
and I made the decision for
him to leave his 9-5 job and
start pursuing his own busi-
ness. He has been growing
a sound and lighting busi-
ness of his own on evenings
and weekends for several
years. His client base has
grown substantially and we
felt it was time to dedicate
himself completely to his
dream.  The sound and
lighting business 1is very
popular during the spring,
summer and fall when out-
door fairs and festivals are
taking place. In the winter,
there is a lot of “down time”
which leaves him time to
pursue other ventures...
which is never a good thing
for me.

Last winter’s venture
was taking a complete in-
ventory of all his equip-
ment. He put a new coat of

We have definitely experi-
enced the faithfulness of
God and friends.

-Ree Heiber & Family

I want to thank my church
family at NHUMC for their
uplifting prayers and en-
couragement during my re-
cent health crisis. Joyfully,
I am on the road to recover.

Many, many thanks,
-Lee Smith

We wish to thank our
church family for prayers,
cards, calls and visit during

paint on everything, per-
formed maintenance and pur-
chased the additional “tools”
that he felt he needed. Some
of the tools he purchased did
not really make sense to me
but after all what do I know
about the sound and lighting
business? Much the same, as
he lovingly reminded me
about how many useless
gadgets I need in the kitchen.

This winter, the inventory
and maintenance went much
faster for him. Just as Punx-
sutawney Phil tells us every
year whether we will have
six more weeks of winter or
not, a husband with idle time
on his hands, cooped up in a
house is a sure sign of a long
winter for his wife!

My husband and I have
an arrangement. We go on a
date once a month and we
call it our “Refill Night”.
This is a night where we
share with one another things
that are good and bad in our
marriage. We talk about
happy things we have shared
in the last month as well as
things that may be bothering
us. We put everything on the
table and then we let it go.
Once it is gone, we spend the
time “refilling” one another
with positive energy to tackle
the coming month. During
one of our recent Refill
Nights, T brought up that I
watch many sporting events

Mom’s recent hospitaliza-
tion and continued stay at
Golden Years Homestead.
A special Thank You to
Penny Voors and the New
Haven United Methodist
Women and those who have
taken time to deliver com-
munion.

-Margaret Okuly & Family

My family, including Lily’s
great grandparents, long
time NHUMC members, the
late Irene and Ralph Wi-
nans, wish to thank God and
my church family for their
prayers and support, toward
Lily, who in recovery now,
after brain surgery. She has
a long way to go, and has
shown some improvement.
Be sure to note the cross on
your crosswalk journey, that
I created in honor of

Jesus our Lily.

-Kay Heck

Dear NHUMC Friends,

I thank each person who re-
membered me during my
hospital and healing at home
time. Thank you for your
prayers, telephone calls,
cards, notes, inquiries and
any other expressions of car-
ing. All are appreciated
very much. Penny Voors
has been so helpful! Thank

you, all.

-June Doty
Dear NHUMC,

Thank you for having us
here on March 7! We suc-
cessfully accepted 22 dona-
tions.

-American Red Cross
Ursula
Stacey
Ashley

that [ have no interest in just
to spend time together. I
communicated to him that it
would be nice if he could
perhaps watch a program or
two with me from time to
time. He took the request to
heart and began watching
Top Chef and Chopped with
me. These are both weekly
cooking programs that I
dearly enjoy. It was not long
before he was asking me
questions and actually taking
a liking to the shows. I
thought to myself how I truly
loved Refill Night!

I left work on Thursday
of last week just a little ear-
lier than usual. Upon arriv-
ing home, I noticed it diffi-
cult to push open the door in
the kitchen. After a lot of
scrambling and “just a min-
utes”, I entered into the
kitchen. My husband stood
there proudly declaring that
dinner was ready. If you re-
member from my last article,
my husband has a very lim-
ited number of dishes that he
can cook... successfully.
Neither one of these two
dishes were on the table. In-
stead there was something
that I did not recognize at all.
He pulled my chair out for
me and I sat down. I was
surprised at how tasty the
dinner was. I recognized it
was a dish that we both had
watched being created on one

of the cooking shows we
had been watching together
the night before. [ was
quite impressed. After I
complimented him on his
dinner, he retired to the liv-
ing room to watch another
cooking show. He told me
that he would clean the
kitchen later, but I felt it
was the least that I could
do after he had worked so
hard on the meal.

I began to unload the
dishwasher so that I could
re-load it with the dirty
pots and pans that were
stacked to the ceiling. As I
went to put away the salad
bowl in the pantry, I no-
ticed several boxes stacked
in the back of the utility
room, partially covered
with a tablecloth.  The
boxes were for a food proc-
essor, pasta maker, a new
10 piece cookware set, sili-
cone utensils, garlic press,
bread dipping bowls and a
marble cutting board. I
covered the boxes back up
and went into the living
room to sit down. I
reached for the remote and
changed the channel to
sports.

-Melissa Warren
Office Administrator
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It is almost unbearable to
think about our beloved
Savior enduring such un-
speakable horror in those
last days and hours of his
life on earth. But He rose
above pain and humilia-
tion. He rose above death
itself. Most importantly,
He rose above our sin. In
spite of the worst we could

ﬁ A Note from Sue

do to Him, he responds
with unfailing love, peace
and forgiveness for each
one of us. His sacrifice is
overwhelming. The blood
He shed for us gives us
hope. Nothing else can
take away our sin. Every
need we have, our hunger
and thirst, our loneliness
and heartache, our need for
forgiveness...they are only
satisfied because of His
precious blood.

Every spring we see a dra-
matic representation of re-
birth as the ground, barren
all through the winter, dis-
plays vibrant new color
and life. That beauty is
just a hint of what is possi-

ble in our own hearts
when we are reborn in
the image and likeness of
Christ.  Through Him,

we have new life!

As sure as my
Redeemer lives, so
shall I!

Please join us on
Easter Sunday dur-
ing the 11:00 AM
service for the
Easter Cantata!l

In humble service,

Sue Sprunger
Director
Music Ministries

fellowship
Dinner €

Join us for Pre-
School Sunday &
Eellowship
Dinner!

Sunday, May Ist
12:15 PM

Look for the sign up
sheet coming soon in
the Narthex or call the
office to make your
reservation.

If you would like to
donate a cake or are
able to help, please call
Sheryl Hosfield at
493-2122.

Sunny

‘ < b |
CiLo{feN
Ministvy 4‘
The children meet Wednesday evening
in rooms 45 & 46 at 6:30 PM, for a
time of games and fellowship and then
we break up into groups according to
age. This allows children to learn at
their own level.

Cubby Bears
(4 yr old to K)
Room 41

Son Surf Beach Club
(1st to 3rd grade)
Room 45

Tweens
(4th & 5th grade)
Room 57

We also have adult classes offered on
Wednesday evenings.

Contact the church office at 749-9565
if you have any questions.

Seniors

There has been a change in the date of our next meeting.
Please note that it will be on Thursday, April 7th. We are
looking forward to traveling out to the Bass Mansion (now
named Brookside) on the campus of St. Francis. The mansion
has been carefully renovated — paying close attention to every
detail so it would remain as it had been originally. There is a
cost of $5 for the tour. We will be leaving NHUMC at 11:00
a.m. and will have lunch at the Keliah Pancake House on State
St. (order on your own from the menu) before the tour starts at
1:00 p.m. The Planetarium is scheduled for maintenance work
that week, so we won’t be including that this month. Please
sign up by Sunday, April 3" or contact Phil or Judy Hoopin-
garner at 749-7409.

Future Meetings

May 13, 2011

Leave NHUMC—S8:30 AM

Jay County Guided Agriculture Tour $15
Lunch:  L.D.C. Restaurant in Pennville (own)
Co-Ch:  Bob & June Holt 749-4054

June 10, 2011

Leave NHUMC—9:00 AM

Charley Creek Gardens, Wabash Indiana

Lunch:  Market Street Grill

Co-Ch:  Marilyn Eley, Ellazine Parks &
Joan Rausch

y 1O
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Rev. Liz Greenwell of
First UMC in McKinney,
Texas tells a story about a
person who felt called to
keep a stack of gift cards
on her at all times. One

Sunday she saw a struggling
single mother at church, so
she gave her a gift card from
Wendy’s, and said, “God
loves you and I love you,
too. I want you to take your
children to lunch after
church.” The love this mom
experienced through this act
of mercy resulted in grati-
tude and joy. She was feel-

ing hopeless and discour-
aged when she walked in.
Now she felt love and hope.
Someone had mercy on her.
The card giver believed that
God was calling her to be
prepared for times she might
encounter those who are af-
flicted or seeking aid.

As we close out our scrip
program, please consider

purchasing and tucking
away a couple of extra
cards that you could possi-
bly use to bless someone
else. God often works His
love, grace and healing
through people. We are
called to be Christ’s hands
and feet in the world, the
presence of God for oth-
ers.
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W e live in a time where being critical is so accepted that we

do it without considering the drawbacks of such a primary focus.
It is easier to point out what we believe to be flaws than it is to for-
mulate potential positive solutions. Somewhere and somehow
many have come to believe that identifying flaws and pointing fin-
gers of blame are sufficient efforts to bring about a better life.

W here does it say that identifying flaws and point fingers of

blame is sufficient effort to ease our own conscience that we’ve
done enough. The effects of this focus can be seen in the difficulty
our churches, clubs, civic organizations, as well as local, state and
national governing bodies have to bring about creative solutions to
challenging issues. If gripes and complaints are the sole diet of
interpersonal interaction a community starves.

W e can have a community where we do both affirmations as

well as address the weaknesses that prevent us from improving.
Take a first step by expressing your appreciation to those who
work on your behalf. Where does it say that you have to com-
pletely agree with another person before you appreciate them? A

xxv/z‘l(:4OI°¢I'J:;£0
New Haven
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wise man said, “Encourage each other and build each other up...”
That was the writer Paul in 1% Thessalonians in the Bible.

W ho will you affirm and appreciate this week, this month?

Postn P4

New Haven United Methodlist Church exists to invite you to develop a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ as we grow together on a journey of faith!

Stafft

Reverend Richard L. Taylor, Senior Pastor

Teresa
Donna Michel, Director of Preschool
Sue Sprunger, Director of Music Ministries
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Director

Coyne,

Kathy SpencBhmcke, Organist

Mark Edwards, Maintenance Engineer
Roy Hosfield, Bookkeeper

Melissa Warren, Office Administrator
Marilyn Eley, Administrative Assistant
Tom Huth, Custodian
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Friends Who Care
This is a visiting ministry
to our members who are
homebound or in nursing
homes. We don’t want
them to feel left out be-
cause they are physically
unable to attend church.
You can select how many
people you would like to
visit and are asked to visit
at least once a month.
We are in need of many

volunteers. Can you help?

Hospital Visitation

This is a very rewarding
care ministry. You are
asked to visit our mem-
bers when they are in the
hospital and pray with
them and their families.
We have an opening for
every other Monday and
would love to have some

subs available also.

New Resident Packets

This is a once a month
opportunity to help the
community and our
church to deliver informa-
tion packets (10-15 per
month) to new New Ha-
ven residents for the
Chamber of Commerce.
We also leave them

NHUMC information.

Worship DVD Delivery
Team
This ministry group deliv-
ers DVD’s of our Sunday
worship services to our
members who are in nurs-
ing homes or are home-
bound. If we could get
three more teams to
come forward, it would
be a once-every-two-
months service opportu-

nity.

In-Home Communion

This is a once-a-month
opportunity.  Every first
Sunday of the month
when we receive com-
munion at church, teams
also take communion to
our members who are
homebound or in nursing
homes if they wish to par-
take. We go in teams of
two and training is pro-
vided. We have openings
for two new teams to be

used as substitutes.

Worship Focus/Scripture
Readers

We need volunteers to
occasionally read the wor-
ship focus and scripture at
the 8:30 and 9:45 AM Sun-
day worship services.
Please contact Melissa in

the church office.

Sunday Office Work

We are still seeking indi-
viduals to help staff the
church office on Sunday
mornings during worship
service times to answer
phones, answer questions,
and take messages for the
staff. One worship time a
month is all we ask.
Please call Janice Silk-

worth, 493-3678.

Sunday School
Secretaryl/Floater

We are looking for an in-
dividual who can take Sun-
day School attendance and
help in the Sunday School
classrooms if needed and/

or monitor the hallways.

Youth Area
Pastor Chuck is needing
adults to come and hang
out with our youth on
Wednesday evenings from
6:30—8:00. No teaching
involved, just getting to
know our middle and high

school students.

Upward Basketball

Volunteers are needed in
several areas. Contact
Teresa Coyne or John

Browning..

Greeters

Shake a hand, make a new
friend, welcome all to
worship. We are espe-
cially needy in this service
area before the 11:00 ser-

vice.

Worship/Music Ministry

Please see Sue Sprunger.

Vocals—singing regularly
with the Chancel Choir
and Praise Team or band
and occasionally for solos

or ensembles.

Pianist/Keyboardist—
Playing for worship ser-

vices or accompanying.
Guitar/Drums]/

Percussion—Playing with
the worship band for the

Il AM service.
Drama—Actors for skits
or cantatas.

Worship Arts—Creating
visual elements to en-

hance our worship.
Sopranos—Soprano sing-
ers are needed for the
Chancel Choir and Praise
Team.

Tech Team—Running
sound, Power Point or

video for services. Train-
ing is provided.

Service
Uacaicies

oDo not

gi ft that
I Timothy 4:14 NRSV

In the security of Your
presence let us lose our
fear and hesitancy to
be the gifts that this
community needs. In
the assurance of Your
presence, let us boldly
unwrap our lives to You.
Today, Lord, someone
needs the gifts that |

am. Amen
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